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The 2019 Summit was a tremendous success with more 
than 40 Clean Cities Coordinators and over 125 industry 
leaders attending. Roundtables featured top leaders from 
the electric vehicle, natural gas, propane, biofuels, and 
anti-idling industries.

The February 2020 Energy Independence Summit (EIS) 
takes place as the various alternative fuels initiatives 
continue to gain momentum across the country. The 
Summit will feature sessions on new opportunities created 
by growing state and local programs that provide funding 
and incentives for clean vehicles and infrastructure.

For more information Go to: http://tep.sre.events/

Since 2009 ALABAMA has reduced 
FOREIGN OIL CONSUMPTION
BY 47.5 MILLION GALLONS!

2019 Workshops 2
and Site Visits
Welcome Alliance AutoGas 3

Transportation South 3
Joins ACFC
ALDOT-FHWA Alabama 3
Alternative Fuel Corridors

Clean Transportation 4
Wins Big!
Ernest McCarty Ford 4
Joins ACFC

IN THIS ISSUE:

The clean transportation 
energy industry won several 
big victories as the House and 
Senate reached an agreement 
on an FY2020 spending bill. 
The House passed the bill 
on Tuesday, and the Senate 
approved it in short order, The President signed the Bill 
into law before the December 20th funding deadline. The 
bill includes a number of key provisions, which ACFC and, 
Transportation Energy Partners have been suggesting for 
several years. Read about the Wins on page 4.

On December 27, 2019, ADECA notified eleven recipients 
of their being awarded funding as part of the $5.8million 
first round of Alabama VW Mitigation projects. Go to 
www.adeca.alabama.gov to read the Press Release and 
list of winning projects.  Watch for second round RFP in 
early 2020.

Thanks to everyone over the past ten years who has 
helped ACFC report this outstanding usage of cleaner 
burning, domestic alternative fuels.

We are just starting to collect the Alabama 2019 
annual report data and expect continued results through 
everyone’s efforts with cleaner burning, domestic 
alternative fuels! Keep up the great work!

First VW Mitigation 
Funding Awarded

in Alabama

Clean Transportation Industry Wins 
Big in Final FY 2020 Spending Bill
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2019 in Review: Just some of the Well-Attended ACFC Workshops and Site Visits
Biodiesel Workshops

The Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition 
(ACFC) working with World 
Energy (WE) successfully planned, 
organized, and conducted two 
regional workshops in Alabama. 
The target audience for the 2019 
workshops were Fleet Managers, 
School District personnel, Federal/
State/Local Government personnel, 
fuel distributors, vehicle technicians 
as well as consumers. The focus 
was to debunk myths surrounding 
biodiesel and provide education 
on the benefits of using biodiesel 
in vehicles and fleets. A total of 58 
folks attended. More info at www.
worldenergy.net

Autogas Answers Workshop

The use of Propane Autogas as a 
transportation fuel in Alabama dou-
bled in 2018 over 2017. We ex-
pect the same in 2019. One of the 
best attended AutoGas Answers 
workshops in the nation was held 
in Montgomery in October 2019.
Cleaner burning alternative fuels 
are making a vast difference in 
lessening air pollution. Propane Au-
togas reduces nitrogen oxide pollu-
tion by up to 96 percent compared 
to ultra-low sulfur diesel engines.
Plus, propane is also typically 30 
to 40 percent lower cost than pe-
troleum-based fuels like gasoline 
and diesel in Alabama.
https://propane.com/for-my-
business/fleet-vehicles/

EcoCAR Mobility Challenge

ACFC was pleased to facilitate a 
site visit and tour at The University 
of Alabama to highlight UA’s 
participation in the EcoCAR 
Mobility Challenge. The EcoCAR 
Challenge team was joined 
by U.S. Department of Energy 
representatives from Argonne 
National Lab to share information 
about the current competition that 
brings college students together to 
re-engineer a 2019 Chevy Blazer 
to apply energy-saving technology. 
ACFC was happy once again to 
support these bright students in this 
competition that sparks so much 
innovation. https://avtcseries.org/
ecocar-mobility-challenge/

Waste Management Site Visit

ACFC partnered with WM manage-
ment to demonstrate the company’s 
local use of waste collection vehicles 
fueled by compressed natural gas.
The WM Fleet Site Visit explored 
how Waste Management success-
fully uses alternative fuel and ad-
vanced technology vehicles in its 
continuing endeavor to improve 
sustainability and clean air in Bir-
mingham and across the nation. 
Fleets fueling with cleaner-burning 
compressed natural gas reduce air 
pollution, thereby helping our envi-
ronment. www.WM.com

National Drive Electric Week

Economics, the environment, and 
the sheer pleasure of driving top 
the list of reasons shared with near-
ly 5,000 visitors to Birmingham’s 
National Drive Electric Week Show-
case at The Market at Pepper Place.
Owners of electric vehicles – EVs 
– took time out of their weekend to 
share their experiences about the 
fast growing trend of driving with-
out relying on fossil fuels.
Alabama manufacturers, such 
as Mercedes Benz, Honda and 
Hyundai, are working hard to build 
electric vehicles and provide the 
good paying jobs that are necessary 
to produce them. EVs are a winning 
proposition for the economy as 
well as the environment. https://
driveelectricweek.org/events.php

New Flyer of America Site Visit

ACFC, working with New Flyer man-
agement, facilitated a visit to the An-
niston, Alabama, location of both 
the New Flyer production operation 
and the Vehicle Innovation Center 
(VIC). The Anniston facility produc-
es conventional fueled transit buses 
plus those fueled with alternative 
fuels – electric, CNG, and hydro-
gen. The buses are shipped to transit 
fleets throughout North America.
Motor Week, at the request of 
ACFC, produced a 5-minute 
segment on the New Flyer facility. 
Check it out at: https://youtu.
be/4e9In_3Eb_U

Additional 2019 Workshops and Site Visits included:  Regions Bank EV;
Earth Day at Birmingham Botanical Gardens; Busworx-Montgomery and more!
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In response to the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) 
third round request for proposals, ACFC collaborated with the 
Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) to propose 
Propane Autogas signage ready and signage pending 
alternative fuel corridors in Alabama. ACFC partnered with 
U-Haul International and propane marketers on the corridor 
proposal and it was accepted by FHWA. The propane autogas 
corridor will augment the existing CNG/LNG Corridors 
currently established in our state.
These public access autogas sites will provide propane fueling 
coverage for I-65, I-59, I-20, I-85 and US 280.
ACFC anticipates, with the future availability of VW mitigation 
money and Electrify America’s initiatives, that Fast Charging 
electric vehicle infrastructure will soon allow EV corridors to be 
proposed in upcoming FHWA FAST Act request for Corridor 
nominations.

ALDOT Nominations for FAST Act
Designation of Alternative Fuel
Corridors in Alabama

Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT)
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST)

FHWA—2016—2017

New ACFC Member!
Please Welcome

What’s better than 
using a clean fuel 
to save money and 
reduce dependence 
on foreign oil?
The Alliance AutoGas complete program includes 
vehicle technology, EPA-certified conversion 
systems, refueling infrastructure, data integration, 
fuel supply, and all the training you need to keep 
your fleet up and running on AutoGas.
Read more at www.allianceautogas.com. Contact 
jcjohnson@allianceautogas.com for additional 
information.

Please Welcome
Our New ACFC Member

Transportation South, located in Pelham, 
Alabama, is a part of the Bus Center Family 
of Companies and is Alabama’s leading bus 
company specializing in school buses, church 
buses, activity buses, daycare buses, and hotel 
buses for over 30 years.  
As the Thomas Built Buses (TBB) Platinum Certified  
dealership for Alabama, Transportation South has 
earned an outstanding reputation for customer 
service and support. Transportation South proudly 
offers numerous clean-fuel options for school 
buses including clean diesel, CNG, propane, 
and electric.  TBB is a division of Daimler Trucks 
North America LLC. www.thebuscenter.com

The Alternative 
Fuels Data Center is 
the premier location 
for information on 
Alternative Fuels 
and Advanced 

Technology 
Vehicles. Download 

your copy at:

https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/
alternative_fuels_data_center_fs.pdf

To read more about FHWA’s Alternative Fuel Corridors go to:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/

alternative_fuel_corridors/

New AFDC 
Resource 

Sheet



Please Welcome Our
New ACFC Member

Biodiesel Industry Feels Burden 
of Uncertainty Lifted with Tax 
Credit Extension

The Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition (ACFC), a nonprofit membership-based organization, is the state’s principal 
coordinating point for alternative fuels and advanced technology vehicle information. ACFC is a designated 
coalition in the U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean Cities program. The promotion of clean, renewable, 
domestic energy sources helps reduce our dependence on foreign oil, improves local air quality and increases 
economic development opportunities in our local communities. For more information, please visit www.
AlabamaCleanFuels.org or call 205-402-2755.

Mark Bentley, Executive Director
Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition
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200 Century Park South, Suite 112
Birmingham, AL 35226
p: 205.402.2755 f: 205.402.9907
e: mark@AlabamaCleanFuels.org

Twitter.com/ALcleanfuels

facebook.com/AlabamaCleanFuels

YouTube.com/ALCleanfuels

Linkedin.com/in/alabamacleanfuels

ALABAMA CLEAN FUELS COALITION Like to join ACFC? Just go to our application at:
http://alabamacleanfuels.org/docs/ACFC_Membership_Application_2014.pdf

Ernest McCarty Ford was founded in 
1983 by Ernest L. McCarty, Jr., Ernest 
L. (Lee) McCarty III and David E. Mc-
Carty and remains family owned & 
operated until this day.
EMF is located in Alabaster and is the 
only Ford dealership in Shelby Coun-
ty. Over the years, the company has 
grown and expanded and employs 
approximately 100 people between 
the main store in Alabaster and at 
the satellite Quick Lane Tire and Auto 
Center in Calera.

EMF is embracing the advent of 
electric vehicles into the mainstream 
market and wants to be the leader in 
the hybrid, plug-in hybrid and battery 
electric vehicle market. For more 
information see website https://
www.mccartyford.com/

After nearly two full years of uncertain-
ty, the biodiesel industry received the 
long awaited news of the return of the 
tax credit that will help expand markets 
and support expansion of biodiesel and 
renewable diesel production.
Kurt Kovarik, NBB’s Vice President of 
Federal Affairs, stated, “The new cred-
it provides the policy certainty that the 
biodiesel industry has been seeking 
to support investments and continued 
growth of production. NBB and its 

members are grateful that Congressio-
nal leaders provided a positive signal 
before the year’s end.”
The legislation achieves a significant 
and long-sought goal of the industry – 
multi-year certainty and stability in the 
tax incentive. In addition to retroactive 
eligibility for 2018 and 2019, biodies-
el and renewable diesel producers can 
now count on the tax credit for 2020, 
2021 and 2022.

Help us continue our 
work in Alabama 
by making a tax 

deductible donation to the Alabama Clean 
Fuels Coalition (a 501c3 non-profit) today! 
You may use PayPal, send a check or ask us 
to invoice.

YOUR SUPPORT IS
GREATLY APPRECIATED!

• The $1 per gallon tax credit for biodiesel 
and biodiesel mixtures, and the small 
agri-biodiesel producer credit of 10 
cents per gallon, retroactively for 2018 
and 2019 and prospectively through 
2022.

• The alternative fuel excise credit 
retroactively for 2018 and 2019 and 
through 2020.

• The alternative fuel infrastructure credit 
retroactively for 2018 and 2019 and 
through 2020.

• The credit for qualified fuel cell vehicles 
retroactively for 2018 and 2019 and 
through 2020.

The bill also:
•  Includes $40 million for the DOE Clean 

Cities program – a nearly $3 million 
increase over last year.

• Includes $87 million for the EPA Diesel 
Emission Reduction grants.

• Requires the Federal Highway 
Administration to approve all clean 
vehicle projects submitted prior to April 
17, 2018, using the previous criteria 
(final assembly in the United States) 
and it directs the agency to review and 
respond to Buy America waiver requests 
within 60 days of submission.

• For More info on the changes in Federal 
legislation go to: www.afdc.energy.gov/
laws/fed_summary

Continued from front page: Clean Transportation Wins Big! The 
bill extends key alternative fuel tax incentives that have been 
expired since the end of 2017. Specifically, it extends:


